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‘White HOuse }Dt"sputes' Assertion :
Of Reagan Frailty After Shooting | |

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM

’ - . Speciano'rheNevvorlemeu . :
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 — The| tecting this terribje secret.” .
White House took issue today with as-| Mr. Fitzwater also said that Mr. Rea-
i : i gan wanted to call William J. Casey,
the former Director of Central Intellj-
gence, after Mr. Casey was hospital-
ized with a malignant brain tumor but |
that the President could never do s0 be-
cause Mr. Casey could not speak on the

-That statement tended to corrobo-
rate the assertion Sunday by Mr,
Casey’s widow, Sophia, that Mr. Casey| -
could not speak after his seizure and
that Mr. Woodward thus could not have
interviewed him in the hospital. Mr.

of his weakened condition,

The chief White House spokesman,
Marlin Fitzwater, told reporters that in
fact the President had “recovered
‘rather quickly” from.the wound he suf-
fered in the assassination attempt on
March 30, 1981,

In addition, Mr. Reagan’s physician
at the time, Dr. Daniel Ruge, told The
Associated Press today that the Presi-
dent’s recovery was “superb.” Mr.
Reagan was discharged from the hos-
pital on April 11 and had resumed pub-
lic appearances by the end of the

Excerpts from the book, ““Veil: The
Secret Wars of the C.LA.,” by Bob
Woodward of The Washington Post, de-
scribe Mr. Reagan as weak and disori-
ented in the days after he returned tc
the White House from the hospital. Ac-| Mr. . 2
cording to this description, the Presi- Woodward writes, he asked ‘‘Why?"
dent’s closest advisers were ‘“‘gravely| Mr. Casey is said to have responded, ‘1
concerned” but were “intent on pro- | believed " B

that Mr. Casey Spoke several sentences |
before falling asleep. According to this
account, which gave no date for the in-
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